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Lindenau :
shaken but
still afloat

It may still be under the eyes of an insolvency eagle but the |
outlook is looking better for a slimmed-down Kiel yard.

Geoff Garfield Hamburg | ing Transport hardly compares | man shipbuilding and ship-squip-
with somse of the larger ships pre- ' ment fair, Kuhne talked confident- |
Two years ago, Lind enan Shipyard | viously produced at Lindenau, | Iy about securing within months
filed for insolvency, the first of | which can deliver vessals of up to | fresh contracts and this week ha
half-a-dozen German yard casual- - 50,000 dwt says discussions are ongoing for
ties when the global building-bub- | Keeal-laying of the first Glusi | different kinds of newhuildings,
ble burst. wvessel on 10 Movember will beil'ﬁi?-’ including tankers, in competition |
Thingg had bean tough for some | lowed by its launch on 15 Febro- | with other yards.
time and the company, well ' ary 2011 and delivery on 21 April Historically, one of Lindenau's |
known for its foous on environ- | 2011, | best customers has been Sey-
mentally safe tankers, was pushed The value of the contract is | chelles Petrolenm for which sev- |
over the edge when it was unable  hardly enough to guarantee Linde  eral shipe of up to 45.800 dwt
to secure a bank refund guarantes | nau's future but to eubstitute fora | have been daliverad.
for a newbuilding, wafar-thin newbuilding orderbook The last, delivered exactly ons |
Within a year, shipyard boss | it has strengthenad its repalr team | year ago. was considerably small-
Dirk Lindenau had been forced ! and pulled in some contracts in - er, just 1,785 dwt and called Seyp- |
out and now works outside thein- | the process. chelles Paradise, but it exempli-
dustry. | For exampla, Kisl-based Leihniz | fied Lindeman's spin on safisty. |
But entering the equivalent of  Institute of Marine Sciences (IFh- It was designed to supply the
Chapter 11 bankruptey protection | Geomar)'s research veseals Poser- | Seychalles islands with oil and lig-
has allowed Lindenau, located ' don and Alkor are cumently being  uefied petroleum gas (LPG), as |
close to Kiel, to stay afloat, albeit | overhauled at Lindenau. well as bunker fusl to visiting
still in search of a buyer and still | The Poseidon arrived on 28 ' ships and o serve as a crew-train- |
overseen by insolven- September and was | ing vessel for the national flset.
oy administrator Jan scheduled to leave at The eco-friendly, or “Seypec |

H wilhelm.

A survivor from
thoes days is manag-
ing director Dietar
Kuhne, who says the
yard is breaking even
— no better or warss,
it saems, than various
other German yards
shaken by the down-

turn,

Instead of the previ-
ous 400  workers,
there are now just
over 100 permanant

the end of this week.
The Alkorhas been at
Lindenau since 18
October and will be
there until January
2011

Kuhne concedes
that Lindenau can no
longer compete with

the Far East to build = Pike It was the largest double-hull

40,000-dwt to 50,000-
dwt vessels and con-
sequently the strategy
going forward is for
smaller,  specialist

Green Tanker” as it is known, has

a redundant propulsion plant in- |

cluding twin main engines, two | most high profile being German | from Emden to Dublin and back.

controllable pitch propellers and — wind-turbine producer Ensrcon’s Kuhne hopes the troubles of re-

two rudders, | decision to remaove its 8,700-dwt | cent years ara behind Lindenau,
Friedrichsort-based Lindenau diesel-electic ro-ro prototype E- | that an investor will be found and

sarlier delivered o another long- | Ship 1 for completion at Cassens | the yard will get the opportunity

standing customer, German Tanker * in Emdan. to bid on future Enercon orders.

Shipping, the 43,000-dwt Sea | It happened in the aftermath of | There haz been talk of Enercon

Lindenau's insolvency filing he- | pondering whether fo build two or

| tanker built in Germany and the | causa, gays Kuhne, of uncertainty  three sisterships using the sams

employses an the payrall. Sub- | tonnage, such as coastal tanksrs
contractors are brought in for pro- | and bunker vessals.
duction and design when nesd- The yard, establiched by Dirk
ad. Lindenau's grandfather in 1918,
T belisve we will survive,” said | has received wvarious inquiries |
Kuhne, who argues that owners  from mainly family-owned com-
would not etill be patronising | paniss for such vessals. says
Lindenaw i they did nothave faith | Kuhne, Building in the Far East |
in it brings with it challanges for such
In April, the company secured | owners, not least the cost of new- |
its first newbuilding order since | building supervision, and pro-
the Septembar insolvency filing, | vides opportunies for the likes of |
But the small products tankers | Lindenan
booked by Cuxhaven-based Glus- | In Septemnber at SMM, the Ger-

Dieter Kuhne: The strategy going forward |
is for smaller, specialist tonnage, such as
coastal tankers and bunker vessels.

first constructed according to the | over when the ship could be com- | design but the company plays it
new common etructural niles. platad. cards close to its chest.

Delivery was delayed by a navi- | The ecofriendly prototypa, As for Dirk Lindenau, whose
gational problem after the owner = which features Flettner wind-pro- * family name still bestrides tha
requestad the vessel's length ba | pulsion rotars, underwent sea tri- | yard, he is said to be working on a
increased. It was resolved but add- ' als under the supervision of clas- | project in the Seychelles aimed at

| ad to other ssthacks Lindenan had | sification society Germanischer | reducing energy consumption.

suffered around the same time, tha | Lloyd, with ite first voyage being | Old habite, it seems, die hard.
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“SEYPEC GREEM TANKER": The “Seychelles Paradise™ was launched in October 2004, Fratz Lindmae Spar

Kuhne: “1 believe we will survive”. He argues owners would not
still be patronising Lindenau if they did not have faith in it.



